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"When I was younger, never had I thought I would leave Canada, let alone travel 10,000 km to a
small village in Akita, Japan. I come from a city in Canada with an approximate population of 40,000
called Georgetown. Surprisingly, my city has a few similarities to Ogata-mura. Firstly, it is about a
one-hour drive from the main city in its province, Toronto. It also has many farms, specializing in oil
seed, grain, corn, and pumpkin farming. The climate is also on the colder side; however,
temperatures can normally reach below -20 degrees Celsius in the winter! Unlike Japan, Canada is
very culturally diverse and granted me the opportunity to interact with many individuals with
different cultures from my own. This gave me an appreciation for the knowledge of new foods and
experiences given through cultural exchange, so don’t be surprised if I can use chopsticks, many
Canadians can!

I attended the University of Toronto for 8 years in which I received my Bachelor of Science in
biochemistry, and continued to graduate school to receive a Master of Science in chemistry and a
Master of Biotechnology. During this time, I was a teaching assistant for many laboratory courses
including those in chemistry, biochemistry, molecular biology, and metabolism. Inadvertently, this is
where I found my passion for teaching. Starting from the last year of my education, I began working
at a large pharmaceutical company, Hoffmann-La Roche. The role was within product development
for generating new medications as a statistical programmer. Outside of my academic life, I competed
nationally in the sport of Weightlifting for a few years and played many sports including hockey, golf,
skiing, and badminton. If you see me around, please don "t hesitate to say hello! I' m always up for
a quick chat and curious to learn more about the new world around me."
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